Con Ché

Dién vén cta luat st George Graham Vest tai mét phién toa xét xtr vu kién ngudi hang xém lam chét con cho cua
than chu, dwoc phong vién William Safire cia Bao The New York Times binh chon la hay nhat trong tat ca cac bai
dién van, loi twa trén thé gidi trong khodng 1000 ndm qua.

Thwa quy ngai boi tham,

Ngui ban tot nhat ma con ngudi co duoc trén thé gidi nay cé thé cé mot ngay nao d6 hoa ra ké thu quay
ra chdng lai ta. Con cai ma ta nudi dwéng véi tinh thwong yéu hét muwe rdi cé thé 1a mét 1t vo on. Nhirng
ngudi gan gii, than thiét ta nhat, nhivng nguwdi g&i gdm hanh phuc va danh dw cé thé tré thanh ké phan
bdi, phu bac long tin cay va sw trung thanh. Tién bac ma con ngudi cé rbi sé& mat di. Né méat di dung vao
lic ta can nd nhét. Tiéng tdm clia con ngudi cling cé thé tiéu tan trong phuat chbc béi mét hanh déng dai
mot gier. Nhirng ké phu phuc t6n vinh ta khi ta thanh dat c6 thé sé& Ia nhirng ké dau tién ném da vao ta khi
ta 16 van. Duy cé mét nguwdi ban khéng bao gio rovi bd ta, khéng bao gior té ra vd on hay trac tré, dé la con
cho cua ta.

Con ché cla ta ludn & bén canh ta trong pha qui ciing nhw ltc ban han, khi khde manh ciing nhw e 6m
dau. N6 ng yén trén nén dét lanh, du gié ddng cét da cat thit hay b&o tuyét vui mién sao dwoc ké can bén
cht 1a dwgc. N6 hon ban tay ta du khi ta khéng con thire an gi cho né. N6 liém vét thuwong cla ta va nhivng
trdy xwéc ma ta hirng chiu khi va cham véi cudc ddi tan bao nay. N6 canh gidc ngul clia ta nhw thé ta la
dng hoang, du ta c6 1a mot ga an may. DU khi ta da tan gia bai san, than tan danh liét van con con cho
trung thanh v&i tinh yéu né danh cho ta nhw thai dwong trén bau troi. Néu chdng may sb phan da tararia
xa hoi, khéng ban bé, vo gia cw thi con ché trung thanh chi xin ta mét an hué la cho né dwoc déng hanh,
cho né duoc la ké bdo vé ta trwdc hiém nguy, gitp ta chéng lai ké thu.

Va mét khi trd d&i ha man, than chét dén ruéc linh hon ta di, dé lai than xac ta trong 16ng dat lanh, thi khi
4y, khi tAt ca than bang quyén thudc da phui tay sau ndm dat cudi cuing va quay di dé sbng tiép cudc doi
ctia ho, thi khi &y van con bén ndm mé ta con ché cao thwong clia ta ndm guc mdm gitra hai chan
truwdc,ddi mat wét budn van mé to canh giac, trung thanh va trung thwe ngay ca khi ta da chét roi./.

George Graham Vest (1830-1904) served as U.S. Senator from Missouri from 1879 to 1903 and became
one of the leading orators and debaters of his time. This delightful speech is from an earlier period in his
life when he practiced law in a small Missouri town. It was given in court while representing a man who
sued another for the killing of his dog. During the trial, Vest ignored the testimony, and when his turn
came to present a summation to the jury, he made the following speech and won the case.

Gentlemen of the Jury

The best friend a man has in the world may turn against him and become his enemy. His son or daughter
that he has reared with loving care may prove ungrateful. Those who are nearest and dearest to us, those
whom we trust with our happiness and our good name may become traitors to their faith. The money that a
man has, he may lose. It flies away from him, perhaps when he needs it most. A man's reputation may be
sacrificed in a moment of ill-considered action. The people who are prone to fall on their knees to do us
honor when success is with us, may be the first to throw the stone of malice when failure settles its cloud
upon our heads.

The one absolutely unselfish friend that man can have in this selfish world, the one that never deserts him,
the one that never proves ungrateful or treacherous is his dog. A man's dog stands by him in prosperity and
in poverty, in health and in sickness. He will sleep on the cold ground, where the wintry winds blow and the
snow drives fiercely, if only he may be near his master's side. He will kiss the hand that has no food to
offer. He will lick the wounds and sores that come in encounters with the roughness of the world. He guards
the sleep of his pauper master as if he were a prince. When all other friends desert, he remains. When



riches take wings, and reputation falls to pieces, he is as constant in his love as the sun in its journey
through the heavens.

If fortune drives the master forth, an outcast in the world, friendless and homeless, the faithful dog asks no
higher privilege than that of accompanying him, to guard him against danger, to fight against his enemies.
And when the last scene of all comes, and death takes his master in its embrace and his body is laid away
in the cold ground, no matter if all other friends pursue their way, there by the graveside will the noble dog
be found, his head between his paws, his eyes sad, but open in alert watchfulness, faithful and true even in
death.



