
Donald Trump React to Fidel Castro's Death 
 
President-elect Donald Trump was among the first major U.S. political figures to comment on former Cuban 
president Fidel Castro's death. Early Saturday morning, Trump tweeted simply, "Fidel Castro is dead!" 
Trump later released an official statement, calling Castro a "brutal dictator," and leaving little doubt as to how 
he felt about his leadership in Cuba. 
 
"Today, the world marks the passing of a brutal dictator who oppressed his own people for nearly six 
decades. Fidel Castro's legacy is one of firing squads, theft, unimaginable suffering, poverty and the 
denial of fundamental human rights," the president-elect's statement started. He went on to express hope 
that Castro's death would mark a change in the future direction of the Cuban government. 
 
"While Cuba remains a totalitarian island, it is my hope that today marks 
a move away from the horrors endured for too long, and toward a future 
in which the wonderful Cuban people finally live in the freedom they so 
richly deserve," he said. "Though the tragedies deaths and pain caused 
by Fidel Castro cannot be erased, our administration will do all it can to 
ensure the Cuban people can finally begin their journey toward 
prosperity and liberty." 
 
Cuba will no doubt emerge as one of the first foreign policy tests of 
Trump's administration. Experts have told ABC News that executive 
orders carried out by President Obama to normalize relations with the 
island country could be "easily reversed" if Trump were committed to do so. 
 
At a Miami rally this September, Trump said that he would roll back Obama's executive actions with regards to 
Cuba unless the Castro regime begins to recognize "religious and political freedom" and free political 
prisoners. 
 
 
Ted Cruz was among US Political Figures to React to Fidel Castro's Death: Sen. Ted Cruz, a staunch 
conservative whose paternal grandfather, Rafael, immigrated to Cuba as an infant with his parents from the 
Canary Islands of Spain, reacted early this morning. Cruz posted a short message on Facebook, writing: "Fidel 
Castro's death cannot bring back his thousands of victims, nor can it bring comfort to their families. Today we 
remember them and honor the brave souls who fought the lonely fight against the brutal Communist 
dictatorship he imposed on Cuba." 
 
House Speaker Paul Ryan released a statement saying that "the cruelty and oppression of his regime" 
should die too. "Now that Fidel Castro is dead, the cruelty and oppression of his regime should die with him. 
Sadly, much work remains to secure the freedom of the Cuban people, and the United States must be fully 
committed to that work. Today let us reflect on the memory and sacrifices of all those who have suffered under 
the Castros,” Ryan said. 
 

Gloria Estefan Reacts to Fidel Castro's Death: 'May the Hope for Freedom Be ... Renewed in 
the Heart of Every Cuban.'  Her husband, Emilio Estefan, added on his Facebook page, "To all 
political prisoners, many of those who died, and to their families ... to each family that were 
separated ... to the dissidents who struggle every day ... and to all who died seeking freedom -- 
We thank you and honor you for fighting 
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