Nha bdo Trong Kim Truong Trong Trac, phdp danh Minh Buc, vira tu tran tai bénh vién Methodist Hospital,
Houston, Texas, luc 3 gid 40 phut séng Th Ném, 1 Thang Giéng néam 2009, nhdm ngay méng 6 Thang Mudi
Hai ndm M&u Ty, sau gén hai thdng ndm bénh vién vi tai bién mach mau néo.

Ban TOi / Truong Trong Trac
Du Tu Lé

Sang nay téi day tré. D&m trudc, nhitng trén ho xé cd, x¢ nach toi ra khoi gidc ngl. Pém, nam
California, van ti€p tuc mic dudi 40 dd F. L&y sUic chiu lanh I1am thudc do, téi hiéu, sirc khoé tdi,
ngay moét suy, yéu. Tdi tu hoi, nhitng ngudi ban tdi, & cac ti€u bang thuéc mién ddng, déng bac,
trung tay...cé gap khd khan, khi nam nay, rat sém, thdi tiét da “trai tham” tuyét hon mot nlra nudc
My?

Téi cling hoi minh, cau héi tugng tu; khi ban t6i, Ngoc Hoai Phudng cho bié€t, vai ngay trudc, bat ngs
T.N. ghé tiém, tham Dung. T6i ndi v8i Phudng, cé dé da bén, nam nam, tdi khéng gap lai T.N. Toi
cling khong c6 mot tin tic ré rang nao vé ddi séng riéng cia T.N. tr ngay ching tbi chia tay nhau:
Houston, 1994. Thdi gian d6, Houston dang rdm ngudi, run rdy trong nhitng trdn mua xap trdi, troi
d&t. Toi chi mo hd, hiéu rdng, dudng T.N. dang (hay da tirng cé thdi gian) & Washington State.
Thanh phd Seattle(?) T6i nhg cach day cling da trén, dudi mugi nam, bat ngs, TN gui tang cac con
t6i va, tdi, moi ngudi mot chiéc bép da, moét dong ho deo tay, mot sgi giday luu chia khoa... T6i khong
thé dodn biét y nghia sdu xa ctia N., khi gui chdng téi, nhitng mén qua kia. Tdi cling khéng hiéu
déng cd nao (HBi Uc? Tién thé&?) dua N. tdi viéng tham Dung va Phudng, vao nhitng gidy phut phu
du, sot lai cua nam 2008 nay?

TOi khéng biét cé phai vi su trd lai Cali bat ngG cua T.N., khién Ngoc Hoai Phudng, sinh mdi cam
hoai, vao “tang kinh cac...hinh anh,” luc tim nhitng manh dgi khuat, 1ap. Toi cling khong biét trong
“Bao-tang-vién-hinh-anh-bang-h{tru” cta anh, Phuong Iuu gilt dugc bao nhiéu “miéng doi” ban be
thdi Saigon, dé that Chu Van An. 1956. Riéng sang qua, dudi mai hién nha hang Tai Buu,
Westminster, Phuong mang cho t6i, rat nhiéu hinh anh Trucong Trong Trac.

T6i khéng nghi chon lua clia Phuong, 1a mot ngau hing. Tai nghi ban téi dang “réi loan cén quyén”
khi gi& nay, giai phdm Xuan Hon Viét, van chua “xuat xudng.” T6i cho ban t6i bi din dat bai nhidu
sgi gidy lién tudng, chong tréo. Su viéng tham bat ngd cda T.N., thdp Ién nhitng ngon nén Houston,
doc, ngang lién hé? Nhitng ngon nén Houston chi tay vé dia chi 4500 Melrose Blvd., toa soan bao
Ngay Nay? Ngi Truéng Trong Trac, but hiéu Trong Kim, ngudi ban thi€u thgi cua chung t6i, la chu
nhiém kiém cha but.

Tang th hai, 4500 Melrose Blvd.., Houston, ndi Trac ngoi “luyén dan nghiép bao,” tir
nhiéu chuc ndm qua, cé rat nhiéu cira sé.

An, trén rét mudt quan Cam, nhitng ngay cudi ndm 2008, trong nhiéu I&p 4o da, Ngoc Hoai Phuong
hao hing k€& vé canh cira tic-cadu-Truong-Trong-Trac. Canh clfa md vao sén van dong trudng Pétrus
Ky, (th&i bon hoc sinh Bac ky di cu ching téi, “tro” hoc ddy nha kho,) dudng Tran Binh Trong.

Phudng hanh dién nhic tdi nhitng d6i chan... “vang,” chan... “bac,” cla cac ban tdi, nhu Nguyén Thé&
Toan (tlic Toan Bo, hién & Hoa Thinh D&n;) Nguyén Chi Vién (tdrc Vién canh sat trudng...Hoi Xua;)
Lé Ai Qudc (tic Qudc bat van, cuu trung ta khéng quan, hién & Long Beach;) Bui Quang Minh (tdc
Minh...du, & Saigon;) Van San Trudng (tic Trudng Doi, hién & Virginia;) Nguyen Quang Minh (tlc
Minh-Dé,) dang du lich dai...ngay & Ha Noi... Nhung trén tat cd, van la thu quan Trudng Trong Trac.

Theo su hiéu biét |6 mad cua tdi vé bd mdn tlc cdu, thi “Captain” Trac la ngudi c6 toan quyén tuyén
ngudi, sédp x&p ddi hinh trudc khi ra sén, “long tranh, hd ddu.” Vdi toi, thdi dé (cling nhu bay gid,)
hinh anh Trac Truong, ban to6i, hién ra bao gig ciing rat “an tugng!” Rat “hoanh trang!” Ban toi la

“thugng dé.” Ban téi ndm quyén sinh quyén sat ctia ddi tuyén. Ban tdi coi gid, xét cdng tirng dlra.
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Thang nao, ban tdi thdy coi bd “au ¢ di dau,” khdng kha; ban tdi “x& toet.” Du cho ngudi do, cd la
“hao thd”... trién vong c& nhu ...toi! DU cho trudc dd, t6i c6 I8 “bdi dudng” cho Trac dam ba dia du
da bo khd gan chay, thi ban téi cling van nghiém chinh, 1ac dau! Sau nay, nghiém ra, t6i nghi, co 1&
vi Trdc s6m thdm nhuén tinh thdn hudng dao sinh: Ngay thang. T6i muén ndi, chua mét ai, “mua”
dudc Trac Truong.

Bao nhiéu ndm Chu Van An, tdi chua tirng dudc Trac Truong cho vao ddi tuyén ctia anh. (Thdm chi
trong danh sach cau thd phong hg hay, san séc vién chinh thirc, cling khéng cd t6i.) Tuy nhién, toi
nhd, hon mot Ian, toi dugc Trac “dé mat” téi. D6 1a 1an Trac chi dinh t6i trong nhiém vu ngdi
coi...quan ao cho anh em. V@i t6i, ngay ay, sao ma hanh phuc! Véi t6i, ngay ady, cac ban téi la nhitng
“cau vuang!” Thi mén Minh-dé, ban tdi, l1a Lugng tha van nang!” La, doi tay bat dudc cua...trdi,” ndi
theo ki€u c6 nha van Mai Thao. Con Trac Truong, ban tdi, Ia “Ddi chan nhén dudc tir...dia nguc...ké
khac,” theo dung giong diéu hién sinh cla triét gia Jean Paul Sartre.

Té&i giG, nhd lai, toi van con cam thay hdi hdp, nhitng 1an thap tho ngoai dudng bién, ddi theo Trac
Truong dan dat nhitng do6i chan...vang, chan...bac, (luén ca chéan... platinum) cla cac “cau vuong”
ban t6i, ram ro xam Ian vung cam dia dGi thd... Tdi gid, nhd lai, téi van con thdy nhu to6i, vang,
chinh t6i, da cé cl danh dau...toé sao, ndy Irra (khi mét ngudi ban nao do, trong ddi béng cua Trac,
danh dau,) dua banh nhu...dé, vao khung thanh ddi phuong.

Bay gid, nhd lai, toi van thay cac ban tdi nao cé thua gi nhitng Pelé, Maradona, Zidane, Ronaldinho,
Beckham...hdm nay(?) Chang qua, cac ban tdi “sinh b4t phung thgi!” Chdng qua, thdi dd, chua ¢
hamburger, hot dog, sinh t8, boba, coke, steroid. Chich. Chodc... Thudc bdi bd cla cac ban téi, thud
dy, chi khoai, sdn hodc ndm x6i va, nudc may! Lai nita, thdi do, cling chua cé céi goi la Lién doan tuc
cau thé gidi FIFA! Néu c9, tu thgi ay, nhiéu phan, téi da lam thinh nguyén thu, xin chit ky ung ho
cla tat cd moi hoc sinh Bac ky di cu, cling nhu Nam ky (sau nay sé)...di cu. Tdi sé€ xin luén chil ky
cla 0ng ban keo kéo, ba ban x6i, chi ban banh cudén, chl ban du du bo khé... Tat nhién, khong dgi
nao t6i quén xin chit ky bac Ban gac gian, kiém chu quan banh tay (banh mi) café “bi tat” cua
trudng. Ngay vai cac thay gidam thi, cac gido su... “tién tién,” toi cling sé khong ngai ngan nhan danh
tuong lai nén tdc cau thé gidi, xin ho ky ang hd ban toi..

Trong thinh nguyén thu, tdi s& xin Lién Poan FIFA, trao cho cac “cau vuong” cta toi, mdi
ngudi...dam ba gua cau...vang. Cam chai! Riéng than tugng Trac Trugng cua téi, thi (téi trom nghi,)
anh phai dugc bé vé mot ré...qua cau vang, mdi xirng. (Hién nay, cf nhu cho toi biét thi, moi ndm,
Lién Doan FIFA bau ban i xeéo, tdi lui, cling chi chon ra tran xi moét cau tha, véi (cling tran xi,) mot
qua cau vang! Qua héo!!l) P& chitng minh, d€ “back up” cho thinh nguyén thu cia minh, téi biét Ia
toi s& khdong dugc phép quén dinh kém bang chiing. Badng chiing cla t6i, sé la nhitng tdm anh (den
trdng thoi. ThGi d6, ching t6i khong chdi anh mau.) Hinh anh (do nha thd Ngoc Hoai Phudng cung
cap,) cho thay cac ban t6i, cd Toan-bo, Minh-du, Qudc-bat-van, Trudng- ddi, Vien-canh-sat-
trudng...danh dau dep haon Zidane, an dat Ronaldingho, bd xa Beckham...

Dai khi ban tdi, “cau vuang” Toan Nguyén con cao hitng, biéu dién “v& céng tay vuc,” (khong thay
may khi & trung nguyén,) do la ngdn danh...lung (thay vi danh dau.) Do la nhitng trudng hgp “cau
vuong” Toan-bo cla téi, thdy dudng banh d6i phuong nhdm vao anh, cé phan “khung b cao,” ban
t6i ben...quay lung: B6n banh. Banh nao ma gap tdm lung (cling ngét nghét nghin...vang) cua ban
tdi, thi chi c6 nudc “bo tay!” Nhung diéu dang ndi hon ca, & cho khdng biét ban téi diéu khién tdm
Iung nghin vang cla anh ra sao ma, banh lai “than ai” cham...tay “Kép Tan” Trac mot cai, trudc
khi... “hu ao” rét xuéng! Toi khong biét trudng hgp nay, ngon tur tlc cau goi la gi? “Liét vi?” Khong
chac! Trong tai thdi cdi? Phat thé do 1ap tic? Tdi khdng ddm vd dodn. Chi nhd, sau ddy, “Kép tan”
Trac gidi thich sao d4, ma, “cdu vuong” Toan-bo, chdng nhitng khdng bi “lay off,” ra khoi sén chai - -
Ma, ban t6i, con trgn mat, 14 16i, xong pha dir dén hon trudc. Thé mdi...thanh chd! Tém lai, theo toi,
cai ghé, hay cai dang né, tdi mdc dd, can phai trao qua céu vang cho cac ban téi, con ndm & cho
“danh lung” thay dau doé nira.



Tang hai, 4500 Melrose Blvd., Houston, ngi Trac ngo6i “luyén dan nghiép bao” tir nhiéu
chuc ndm qua, cé rat nhiéu cura sé.

An, trén rét mudt quan Cam, nhitng ngay cudi ndm 2008, trong nhiéu I&p 4o da, Ngoc Hoai Phuong,
hao hiing k& vé canh clra tinh-ban-Truong-Trong-Trac. Canh clra md vao san chai bang hitu cua
Trac, dudc Phuang nhan manh, nhiéu lan, la cubc “reunion,” hop mat ban cung I6p, ngay 5 thang 12
nam 1998, & San Jose; tap trung gan 100 anh em (gom luén ca thé nhi.) Toi cling thay ban to6i, cé
phan cudng diéu, khi tuyén bg, dé la cudc hop mat “mang tinh...thé ky.”

“Ngay ca My cling khdng thé cé dugc!” Phuang ndi.

Nhung gadm k¥, tdi thdy Phucong cé ly. Phudng cé ly & chd, cho d&n ngay hdm nay, dudng nhu chua
cd mdt cudc “reunion ban hoc cli ndo ma, céi dinh lai 1a moét chd ré H.O., xdp xi 6 b6. C6 dau la mot
em gai hdu phuong vira mdi budc qua tudi ba mugi. DU cho chi ré Nguyén Quang Minh, tlc Minh -
dé, cuu thd mon “ludng thu van nang” cla chung toi, cuu trung ta thiét giap chang nira, nhung khi
so bé tudi tac, phai nhin nhan la c6 phan hai bi kénh...tuyén. Ba vay, trudc cling nhu sau khi l1én xe
hoa, ban t6i van nhat dinh khong xac nhan dé la dam cudi cuGi cung, hay...ap chdét cia anh. Theo
Ngoc Hoai Phuang, do la moét “ky tich” chi ddm ban chung t6i, méi dat dugc!

K;‘/ tich th hai, tirc “tinh thé ky,” van theo ban t6i, Ngoc Hoéi Phu‘dng thi, ngay ching t6i kéo nhau
vé thung Iling hoa vang, lam mot cudc “hoa san loan ki€ém;” ngoai nhitng ngudi ban & xa, nhu Vi
Thanh An, pho t€, vé tir Oregon Nguyén Hitu Hiéu,dich gia, Nguyén Dinh Hung, ‘World Bank, Van
Saon Tru’dng, Zhivago...vé tir Hoa Thinh Bdn; Pham Duy Anh, xa han nita, vé tr Uc chdu; chlng toi

A n”

con c6 mot “anh thuong binh chéng nang cay bura” vé tir Texas.. D6 1a “Kép Tan” Trac Truang.
Phuong k&, vi tinh ban gan nlra thé& ky, Trac Truong d3 bat chdp khuyén cdo cla bac si, bat chap lo
ngai, h6i hOp cua vg con, ban t6i chGng nang Ién may bay. Ban t6i chGng nang dén nha gai...ruéc
dau. Ban t6i chéng nang, dén nha hang, an nhau tdi khuya. Ngoc Hoai Phuong Iuu y chdng téi rang,
mac du dat tinh mang cda minh dudi tinh ban, nhung Trac Trudng chd hé md& miéng, hoi Minh-dé
mot I8i vé vu... 1dy vg. Trac cling khéng doi héi Minh-dé phai cam két mot diéu gi. Ngoai vai xac
nhan ndng phan cam tinh cta Minh.. Nhu m&u déi thoai sau day gilta hai ngudi:

Trac hoi:

“Hép-pi khong?”

Minh-dé dap:

“Hép-pi lam.”

“Chéac an khéng?”

“Chdac an tram phan tram.”

“Can gi khéng?”

“Khdéng. Chi can ban!”

Sé& di t6i ndi, nhitng xac nhan cua Minh-dé, ban toi, la nhitng xac nhan “nang phan cam tinh;” bdi vi
chi it 1au sau, cudc hon nhan cua ban tbi, ngudi dugc tudc phong la “ludng thd van nang,” cudi cung
cling khong gilr dugc. Toi bi€t, tuang lai, n€u Minh-dé c6 bi “ép” phai Ién xe hoa moét Ian nira, ban

t6i, Trac Trudng cling sé tham du. T6i nghi, c6 thé Trac cling cdm thdy, ngay vui cla ching toi,
giong nhu cay nén da can sap va bac. Buon thay, nhirng ngon nén kia, moi ngay van tu an, nudt



chinh thit, xudng nd! Trong san chdi tinh ban, Trudng Trong Trac la ngudi than trong. T ton. Khong
hoi ha. Khong ao ao. Nhung khi Trac da chon, thi, tinh ban dé, dong nghia vdi bat bién. V&i mai mai.

Toi biét, Trac c6 mdt tinh ban dai 1au v&i Trinh Qudc Thdng, thdi ti€u hoc, Ha Ndi, trudc 54. Trinh
Qudc Thong, gido su “vat ly chi bao,” trudc va sau 1975 & Saigon, tac gia bo sach ba cudn, “Luyén
thi toan dai hoc,” xuat ban nam 1993, da giup hang ngan thi sinh thi dau cac trudng dai hoc I6n, tir
Saigon, dén Ha NOi. Téi hom nay, Trac van coi ba me ctia Théng, nhu me minh.

T6i biét, Tradc c6 mot tinh ban dai 1au véi Nguyén Birc Cung, nhiép anh gia. T8i hém nay, Trac van
nhin anh chi Canh, va cac chau cta Cung, nhu anh chi, cac chau cta chinh minh.

TOi bi€t, gan day, Trac than, quy Bui Vinh Hung, thi si. Nhitng [an di cong tac cho sd, § quan Cam,
V@i tu cach V.P cila mot cong ty chuyén san xuat loai san dac biét dung cho phi thuyén, (chiu dugc
siic ma sat cuc do khi phi thuyén vuct tdng khi quyén;) vdi (mdt hay nhiéu thu ky,) Trac thudng
nhin gid, day sém, lén ra khu Phudc Loc Tho, dong vai “thanh vién du khuyét,” tran trong 1dng nghe
nhirng cudc thao luan séi nGi cua “Think-tank chinh-tri-Bolsa,” ma Hung giif vai trd “cha xi.”

T6i biét, bén canh nhitng bdng hitu than thiét ci, nhu Pham Tudn Bach “Bach dién thu sinh;”
Nguyen Ngoc Chén, ty “Chan Cau Trai”... Trac cling quy ban hoc xua, gid mdi c6 cg héi gan gii, nhu
Nguyén Minh Triét, “"dé nhat Fung Sui;” Nguyen Ngoc Thudng, “dat si;” Nguyen Chi Hoa, tu Hoa
“chay-hoi”...

Va, han nhién, Trac rét biét on Ngoc Hoai Phudng, ngudi ma tdi gid nay, Trac van thich kéu tén thoi
“hoc sinh Bac ky di cu,” cia Phuang, 1a Nguyén Ngoc Kiém. Theo Trac, néu khdng c6 dng Kiém...
“L.,” chiing tdi (cling nhu mai sau, con chdu cua téi,) s& khéng thé cé dudc nhitng t&m hinh “before”
va “after” nhu Phuadng dang cat gilf trong “Tang kinh cac...hinh anh” ctia anh. Ngat mét noi, van
theo Trac, thi dén tré con con biét réng “after bao gid cling dep, cling ngon lanh, cling “an tugng”
hon “before.” Trong khi, tdc phadm “after” cia Ngoc Hoai Phuong, lai chi cho thdy hinh anh méay anh
gia chang t6i, gbm Trac, Cung, Lé... da cuc ky “xubng cap!”

Ngon nén chi tay vé dia chi 4500 Melrose Blvd., Houston. Tang hai. Ngi Trac ngoi “luyén
dan nghiép bao,” tir may chuc ndm qua. Tang hai cé rat nhiéu cua sé.

An, trén rét mudt quan Cam, nhitng ngay cudi ndm 2008, trong nhiéu I3p 4o da, Ngoc Hoai Phuaong
hao hiing k& vé canh cUa nghiép-bao-Trugng-Trong-Trac. Canh cia ma@ vao nam, thang Trac Truang
cung vai dan anh Nguyén Ngoc Linh gay dung t& Ngay Nay. Ban nguyét san ra ddi rat s6m, vlng
Tay Nam Hoa Ky - “Truyén tay” tif nha bao Thanh Trdc... Tuy nhién, Phudng dau biét, Ngay Nay da
trai qua rat nhiéu “doan trudng.” Co luc, nhitng tudng con thuyén Ngay Nay ngap nudc. Tudng chim
day séng. D6 la nhitng lic Trac Trudng phai ra tay “clu gid.” Nhung, bdi ban chat khiém tén, kin déo
ban t6i khéng bao gi§ ra mat. Lén tiéng. K& cdng. Ngay ca khi dugc chon vao chirc vu Vice president
clua mot hdng san xuat son qudc té, tir nhiéu nam trudc, nhitng bang hitu cua Trac, & ngay Houston,
nhiéu ngudi cling khong biét. Trac noi:

“Bem la tét nh&t? Néi ra d€ lam gi? Chi tao thém d6 ky. Ganh ghét...”

Triét ly séng clia ban tdi 13, *hdy nhudng chd ding dudi 4nh dén san khau, cho ké khac.” Anh béng
long, thich thu véi vai tro “behind the scenes” cia minh. (T6i khong biét va, cling chua bao giG hoi
Trac Truong, ngudn gbc chit bem! Chi biét, khi ban t6i dung tdi chit 8y, tdi phai tu ddng hiéu réng,
dd 1a chuyén khdng nén ké lai, du vdi ai. Cd nhan téi, ddi Ian cling mugn chif bem cua anh, dé mé
dau hay, cham dit mot cdu chuyén gi do, t6i mudn Trac bem né.)

Tuy hao hirng, séi ndi, nhung Phuang dau biét, thdi trudc thang 4-1975, Trac Truong la mot phdng
vién nhi€p anh chién trudng cé hang. Anh tirng dua phdng vién ngoai qudc thudc cac hang thong
tan, truyén hinh I&n, nhu AP, BBC nhay xudng nhitng tran dia con khét, néng Ira, dan. Mot trong
nhitng bdc hinh hi€ém hoi ma Trac hanh dién chup dudgc (in lai trong cudn hodi ky cudc ddi viét van,
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lam bao clia nha van Minh Bdc Hoai Trinh,) la blc hinh Trac chup ky gia Minh Blic Hoai Trinh, (cung
vai nha bdo ngoai qudc,) vao c6 thanh Quang Tri, ngay khi QLVNCH vira chiém lai. Lic chién dia con
dang bGc cao nhitng dam chay: Nang lén, téa xa mui gay, 6i cua thit da ngudi chét...

Phudng cling dau biét, trung tuan thang 4 nam 1975, t6i va phdng vién bao chi quan doan II, Vinh
Khué (nha tho Kim Tudn,) tinh c& gdp Trac cung méy ky gia ngoai quéc, di an t6i & bd bién Nha
trang. D4 la IUc BO Tu Lénh Tién Phuang Quan Doan II, da di tan chién thuat tr Pleiku vé; dung may
biét thy va, mét trudng ti€u hoc trudc bai bién, lam “Téng hanh dinh.” Bé cling 13 Itc, nhitng ngudi
di tdn dau tién trén Lién tinh 16 7B vé t&i Nha Trang, chon bai bién lam ngi tam trd. Trac s6i ndi cho
biét, mot I& doan DU (?)da dudc dd xudng Khanh Derng Lép tuyén. Lam nut chdn Bac quan. Trac
noi, theo phan tich, du doan cua bon “Tay” (ky gia ngoai qudc,) thi dé la chién trudng sinh tlr, khdng
riéng mién Trung ma, sé anh hudng ca Saigon. Vi thé, Trac phai di. Trac ru:

“Cau theo tui té cho vuil”

Toi noi, dé coi. Téi phan van. T6i da nhan I8i, ngay mai bay cung toan rai truyén don va, cdm sdy
tha cho doan ngudi di tan ket & S6ng Ba. Thdi gian dy, t6i la thu ky tda soan nguyét san Tién Phong
cla quan doi; khong phai di lam phong su chién trudng. Nhung phong Bao Chi Cuc Tam Ly Chién,
hét phdng vién... Ma, bao chi cling nhu dai truyén hinh Quan B6i dang can mot phdong su vé doan
ngudi di tan & cao nguyén, dé trdn an du luén.

Trac doa:
“Bo6 qua cd hdi nay, cau sé mot ddi an han.”

Trac noi dung. Néu toi yéu nghé va, co tinh than trach nhiém cao, nhu Trac. Dém trd vé trudng tiéu
hoc, ndm trén moét chiéc ghé dai cua hoc tro, tdi nghiém ra, tinh than “tha quan” cta nhirng ngay
trung hoc, bong tron, san cd; tinh than hudng dao sinh vugt qua moi gian khé cua Trac, lai thé hién
rat rd trong Ianh vuc bao chi, mot 1anh vuc ma Trac Truegng dam mé, nhu mot phan dinh ménh, gap
ghénh, dgi anh.

Ngay hom sau, trude khi trd lai Nha Trang, qua nhitng dién dam vo6 tuyén, trén may bay, toi dudc tin
khanh Duong, v& tuyén! Mii nhon chinh 13 luc lugng du phai lui vé Nha Trang. Con qud sdm, dé biét
tdn that ciia DU - mdt trong s6 nhitng don vi chu luc cia Nam quan. Cling con qué sém, dé tdi biét
tin vé Trac - vi tin tlc v8 tuyén Khanh Dudng trung tuan thang 4-1975, cling giéng nhu nhirng tin
tic dau tién vé hau qua cua bdo Katrina, cach day trén dudi hai ném, G vung Téy Nam Hoa Ky. Chua
k&, ngay budi chleu do, Thi€u Ta Pham Hudn, Tuy vién bdo chi cua Tudng Phu yéu cau téi rgi Nha
Trang. Lap tuc. Ong noi, ong da lién lac vai phong 4, danh cho t6i mot chd trong chuyen bay dau
tién, vé lai Saigon. Ong ndi, tinh hinh bién chuyén nhanh vGi mot téc dd khdng ai c6 thé noi trudc.

“T6i khong mudn 6ng ket lai & day. Téi khong mudn téi luc t6i khong lo gi dudc cho 6ng; khi ngay
ban than toi, cling chua thé nao!” Tac gia “Cudlc triét thodi cao nguyén,” nhan manh.

Vay ma, cling phai dgi tgi 20 thang 4, toi mdi vé tdi Saigon. Hy vong tri nhé kém coi cua toi, khong
phan bdi minh. Téi nhd, ngay 20 vi, sau d6 ba ngay, ngay 23 thang 4 (?) Tdng Théng Thiéu Ién
truyén hinh, tuyén bd tur chirc. Con quai vat chién tranh véi doi canh tang téc, chia ly da dem nudc
mat vao tirng con hém, tirng ngdi nha cla thi dan Saigdn. Buong nhién, t6i khdng thé cé mot tin tirc
nao vé Trac. Mai mét thang sau, khi bdt ngd gdp nhau 8 Camp Pendleton, Trac ké:

“TG& rat ming vi sdng sém hém dd, cadu khong theo té di Khanh Dudng. Néu cau di vai tg, luc tui ‘tay’
no boc té... ma khdng co... cau. Cau ket lai... td that khong biét phai an néi lam sao véi vg con cau!”

Trac Truong la nhu vay. Ban toi luén lo an nguy ngudi khac, truéc minh. Khi Truong Trong Trac budc
vao san chdi bao chi, cling la thgi gian Trac c6 méi giao tinh dac biét, v8i nhitng ngudi-anh hang dau
ctia mién Nam, thud 8y, nhu Tran Cao Linh. Nhu Nguyén Cao Dam. Lan nao, nghe k& chuyén vé
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nhitng budi s&n hinh, nhirng tdc phdm nhiép anh, mang dén cho ho Tran, ho Nguyén, nhing huy
chuong cao quy nhat clia quang trudng nhi€p dnh nghé thuat thé gidi; ma, ban t6i cé duyén gop
phan; t6i déu cam dugc céi nhip dap hung phan cla trai-tim-trong-tinh-yéu-nhiép-anh-chéi-gat.
Nhifng luc do6, téi khéng nhin vao mdy tdm anh cua hai vi “tién b6i” Nguyen, Tran, ma ban tdi bay
ra, dan giai... T6i theo d&i nhitng bién chuyén ngdi nggi trong d6i mat, guang mat, giong ndi cua
Trac. ToOi nghi, néu hai anh Tran Cao Linh, Nguyén Cao bam dudc “du khan” cdnh nay, ho sé hanh
dién, han cai hanh dién ho nhan dugc t&r nhitng huy chuong, giai thudng.

T6i cho rdng, dinh cao cla tat cd moi b6 mén van hoc, nghé thuat, khéng ndm ndi giai thudng... N6
nam nai tri ky. NGi ngudi ban nao ddy, cdm thay hanh phdc hon chinh tac gia, trudc thanh tuu clha
ho. Né la nhitng rung ddng, cdm nhan mang tinh hitu cd. Truc ti€p. Tac phdm va ngudi thudng
ngoan khéng con khodng cach. N6 khéng la déi mat lanh Iung, chi li cia gidm khao. N6 chay chung,
moOt mau.

Ngon nén chi tay vé dia chi 4500 Melrose Blvd. Houston. Tang hai. Ngi Trac ngoi “luyén
dan nghiép bao,” tir may chuc nam trudc. Tang hai cé rat nhiéu cua sé.

Cé canh clra hudng-dao-sinh-Truong-Trong-Trac. Ban tdi, Ngoc Hoai Phudng khéng ké. Pé la cénh
clfa md vao nhitng sang Chu Nhat, Ha NG6i, san Chua Quan Thanh, r6i Qubc T Giam. Ngay tu nhiing
budc chan ham hd dau ddi, Séi con, roi Thi€u sinh Truong Trong Trac da cho thay, dinh ménh chon
cho anh con dudng xing hgp. Hudng Dao, mot trong may con dudng ma, anh da di tan cung hoi
tha, cudi.

Trac Truong khdéng chi la mot hudng dao sinh gu‘dng~m§u, trong mat nhin kham phuc, ngudng md
cla ca nhan t6i. Anh con la ngudi déng gop nhitng no luc thay mau cho phong trao hudng dao Viét
Nam. Sau nhiéu lan tham du trai I6n hudng dao thé gidi, trong vai trd Gy vién, bd tdng Uy vién
Hudng Dao Viét Nam, Hudu Nhanh (tén rirng cla Trac,) da dua ra nhitrng dé nghi mang tinh “cach
mang... xanh” cho phong trao hudng dao Viét Nam. Do la “tré trung hdéa” gubng may lanh dao
hudng dao va, “Idy vui chdi, ch& khdng phai ly thuyét lam chuén.”

Thai do, Trac ké, cac anh trong Bd Téng Uy Vién 1a nhitng ngudi tha cuu. Cac anh trudc sau, nhdm
trang bi cho hudng dao sinh ly thuyét va ky thuat lam chinh - Trong khi theo quan niém tir khéi thay
ngudi sang lap phong trao, Baden Powell la, tao méi trudng lanh manh cho thanh thi€u nién vui chai
va, tir dd, ho tu khdm pha, phat trién ndng khi€u minh, d& mai sau giGp ddi. Trac néi, may man,
cudi cung, cac anh Ién da nghe theo va “cudc cach mang... xanh” Trac, thanh tuu.

V@i cad nhan, diéu t6i bi€t gn Trac to I16n nhéat, khéng phai la cudc “cach mang... xanh” hay “cach
mang... vang” kia. Ly do, t6i da tu y ngung sinh hoat hudng dao tir nam 1959, khi tu thay minh
khéng gilt dudc day dua 10 diéu luat hudng dao. Diéu téi bi€t on Trac, to I8n nhat, la mét sang Cha
Nhat, trong thung Iling Camp Pendleton, thang 6, 1975, téi khéng biét bang céch nao, Trac td chirc
dudc mot budi hop mat, sinh hoat hudng dao trong trai ty nan - V&i day du ddng phuc, hiéu ky
hudng dao.

Khi ngon cd Huéng Dao Viét Nam dugc kéo Ién trén cay cbt tho sd, tam bg - Khi bai hat hudng dao
Viét Nam c&t Ién. Nhitng hudng dao sinh gia / tré gic tay chao (ki€u hudng dao,) véi ngdn cai gilt
ngdn Ut, d& ba ngdn gilta chi thdng 1én trdi, tugng trung ba I8i hlra hudng dao.(*) Blng ngoai vong,
toi khong khdi hanh dién, biét on ban tbi. T6i cling khéng cam dudc nudc mat vi tat cad nhitng bai hat
dugc hat sang hom do6, la nhitng bai hat quen thudc, mot thdi toi, hudng dao. N6 dem toi trd lai mot
thgi Viét Nam, nién thi€u. N6 cho lai toi hy vong, niém tin, sifc manh gilfa lac t6i khéng chut khi luc,
khéng chat thiét tha su séng. N6 dudc cat 1én gilra nui, doi, gilra cay, ring, Pendleton, véi nhitng
ngudi linh Thay quan luc chién My, vay quanh, ngdn ngd. Khdng hiéu. Nhung nét mat ho, cho thay
niém cam thdng. Chia sé. Lam sao ho khdng ngén ngd, khi tiéng nudc t6i, khi nhitng &m sdc Viét
Nam nong nan, ham ndéng, nung chay bau khi dong da cung sudng mudi nang, triing day thung
IGng.



Toi khong biét tucng lai, ngon nén Houston, con chi tay vé dia chi 4500 Melrose Blvd. Tang
hai? Noi Trac ngoi “luyén dan nghiép bao,” tr may chuc nam qua.

T6i khéng biét! Vi ctra chinh, cdnh clfa I6n ma vao dsi ban t6i, Truéng Trong Trac, da khép. Vinh vién
khép. Luc 3 gid 40 phat. Sdng ngay 1 Thang Giéng, 2008. Nhung, téi biét, cach gi thi, nhitng clra s
md& vao nhirng sdn chdi mang tén: Truong-Trong- Trac-bang-h{tu. Truong-Trong-Trac-hudng-dao.
Truong-Trong-Trac-thé-thao. Trudng-Trong-Trac-bdo-chi. Truang-Trong-Trac-nhiép-anh... s& mai
mai, md.

Bdi vi d6 la nhitng déng gbp, nhitng tam guong, tu than, mang tinh bat hoai.

Du TU Lé

(Dec-07 - Jan. 09.)

(*) Ba I8i hlra Huéng Pao dé la: 1- Hudng dao sinh trung thanh vdi td qudc, cha me va ngudi cdng
su. 2- Hds gilp d& moi ngudi bat c lic nao. 3- Hds gilr 10 diéu luat Huéng bao.



