Pham Minh Tam — Ngwei Viét Dau Tién Tot Nghiép West Point
va Cuéc bé&i Phi Thwong It Ngwoi Bieét
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PHAM MINH TAM |

America. His story reflected
duty, honor, courage, and
layalty in the face of war

The First Vietnamese Graduate of West Point
A life of duty, sacrifice, imprisonment, freedom, and final rest among the Long Gray Line.
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« Barn in Saigoa in 1949, Img Rork Suigen.
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C6 nhirng cuéc doi khi doc
lai, minh khéng chi thay lich
st — ma con thay danh dv,
Iong trung thanh, sy hy sinh
va pham gia ctia mét con
ngwoi. M6t trong nhirng cau
chuyén nhw vay la cuéc doi
cua Pham Minh Tam, hay
trong hé so tiéng Anh thuéng
ghi la Tam Minh Pham —
nguoi Viét dau tién tét nghiép
United States Military
Academy at West Point, khoa
1974.

Ong sinh tai Sai Gon nam
1949, trong moét gia dinh cé
lién hé v&i chinh quyén Viét
Nam Coéng Hoa. Khi con rat
tré, 6ng dwoc chon sang Hoa
Ky theo hoc tai West Point —
mét trong nhirng hoc vién
quan sy danh gia nhat thé
gi&i, noi dao tao nhiéu thé hé

e 1991 Arrivedi the Uoted s twéng linh va Ianh dao quan

, iy R doi Hoa Ky.
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; : | engraved *Pride of the 1 A
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o pidted Viet-Nam'sgain”| | Country.” 201 preopor i hoc quan sw, hoc vén héa,
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sbng gitra modt modi trwdng
hoan toan khac biét vé ngén
nglr, van héa va ky luat.
Nhwng Pham Minh Tam da
Vot qua tt ca.

— LEGACY =to——
Pham Minh Tam's journey carried him from Saigon to West Point, from war to prison,
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N&m 1974, éng tbt nghiép West Point va tré thanh ngwdi Viét Nam dau tién bwéc ra tir “Long Gray Line” —
truyén théng dai lau ca céc thé hé cuu sinh vién West Point. Trong cudn nién giam cda khoa, ban bé da viét
vé 6ng bang mot cau rat dac biét:

“West Point’s loss is Viet-Nam’s gain.”

“Mat mat cda West Point lam loi 16n cho Viét Nam.”
Ho tin r&ng ngwdi ban Viét Nam ctia minh sé c6 mét twong lai rat sang. Ho tin mét ngay nao dé, nhirng ngoi
sao trong anh méat clia dng sé tré thanh nhirng ngdi sao trén vai 4o quan phuc.

Ong hoan toan c6 thé & lai Hoa Ky. Ong c6 bang cép danh gia. Ong c6 ban bé. Ong cé co hoi. Ong cé ly do
dé chon mét cudc doi an toan hon. Nhwng éng da chon trérvé. Vi vdi 6ng, nhirng diéu duwoc day tai West
Point — Duty, Honor, Country — khéng chi 1 khau hiéu treo trén twong. D6 1a 1&i hira trong tim.



Ong tré vé mién Nam Viét Nam va phuc vu tai Trwong V6 Bi Quéc Gia Viét Nam & Da Lat voi vai tro s quan
huan luyén. Khi cuéc chién bwdc vao nhirng ngay cuoi cing nam 1975, 6ng khong bé chay. Ong & lai voi
cac khoa sinh, dan ho rut lui va chién dau trong hoan canh tuyét vong.

Roi Sai Gon that tha. Sau ngay 30 thang 4 ndm 1975, cudc doi clia 6ng buc sang mét chwong rat dau dén.
Pham Minh Tam bi dwa vao céc trai “cdi tao” ciia chinh quyén céng san. Theo ghi nhan, dng bi giam gan 6
nam, co6 noi ghi cu thé la 5 nam 8 thang. B¢ la nhirng nam thang khac nghiét, thiéu thén, bénh tat, déi khat va
tuyét vong. Ong tirng viét lai hdi ky trong nhiéu cuén tap, cat gidu can than nhw mot phan ky rc cla d&i minh.
Nhwng sau d6, vi s¢ bi phat hién va gay nguy hiém, éng da phai dbt di nhirng trang viét ay. Mgt phan lich st
ca nhan bjthiéu rui — nhwng ky trc, danh dwva swthét thi khdng bao giérbién mat.

Sau khi dwgc tha vao dau thap nién 1980, ong tiép tuc song tai Viét Nam thém nhiéu nam va day tiéng Anh.
M@t ngg’di tl‘f\ng du’qg dao tao tai West Point,, tirng la st quan VNCH, tirng la tu nhén sau chién tranh — gi& am
tham song bang nghé day hoc trong chinh dat nwéc da tirng giam gilr minh.

Nhwng bén kia Thai Binh Dwong, nhirng ngw®i ban West Point ctia 6ng chwa bao gié quén dng. Cac ban
cung khda 1974, dac biét la nhirng ngwdi than thiét véi dng, da van dong dé gidp éng duoc sang Hoa Ky. Ho
lap nhdm hé tro, viét thw, gay quy, lién lac voi nhiéu nguoi c6 dnh hwdng va ding mang lwdi ciia West Point
dé dwa cau chuyén cta éng dén nhirng noi can nghe. D6 chinh la tinh than Long Gray Line — tinh ban,
danh dw va trach nhiém khong két thic sau ngay tét nghiép.

Cudi cuing, sau 17 nam ké tir ngay tét nghiép West Point, Pham Minh Tam d&t chan tré lai Hoa Ky vao nam
1991, cung ngwoi vo clia 6ng, ba Chi Kim Trang. M6t nam sau, vao nam 1992, cac ban cung khoéa da trao lai
cho 6ng mot chiéc nhdn West Point méi dé thay cho chiéc nhan cii da mét trong bién cé 1975. Chiéc nhan
4y bang vang, dwoc khac dong chiv:

“Pride of the Corps '74”

“Niém tw hao cta Khoéa 1974.”
Khoénh khéc vo éng gitp 6ng deo chiéc nhan 4y vao tay khdng chi la mét nghi thire. D6 1a sw phuc héi danh
dw. D6 1a 161 nhén rang: anh chwa bao gi® bi Iang quén.

Tai Hoa Ky, Pham Minh Tam khong séng 6n ao. Ong lam viéc binh dj trong nganh giéo duc, tirng la phu ta
gido vién tai mét tredng trung hoc & Washington, D.C. Ong tré thanh cong dan Hoa Ky, xay dwng gia dinh,
nudi day con gai va song mét cuéc doi khiém nhudng. Mét nguéi tung tot nghiép West Point, timg trérvé
chién dau cho qué hwong, tumg trdi qua trai tu sau chién tranh — cudi cung lai chon séng am tham, lam
gido duc, phuc vu thé hé tré.

Nam 2019, dng qua doi sau khi bi xe dung tai Maryland. Ong hwéng tho 69 tudi. Sau khi dng mét, cac ban
cung khéa West Point lai mdt 1an niva ding ra gitp d&. Ho xin dwoc mién chuén dac biét dé tro cét cda 6ng
dwor an vjtai West Point Post Cemetery, noi yén nghi cia nhiéu nguwdi thudc dai gia dinh West Point.
Ngay 7 thang 6 nam 2019, gia dinh, ban bé, cwu chién binh Viét Nam Céng Hoa va cac ban cuing khoa West
Point d& dén tién biét 6ng. Tiéng kén Taps vang Ién bén dong séng Hudson.

Nguoi cadet Viét Nam nam xwa — ngudi tirng mot minh buéc vao West Point gitka nhirtng nam chién tranh —
cubi cung da tré vé noi 6ng thudc vé.

Khéng phai bang vinh quang én ao.

Ma bang danh du.

Bang tinh ban.

Bang long trung thanh.

Bang mot cudc d&i da sbéng dung véi ba chiy: Duty. Honor. Country - Bén phan. Danh dw. T quéc.

Pham Minh Tam la mét cau chuyén dang dé nguwoi Viét nhé dén — khéng chi vi 6ng 1a nguo’l dau tién tét
nghiép West Point, ma vi dng d& séng mét cudc doi cho thay: danh dw that sy khéng ndm & chirc vy, tién bac

hay danh tiéng, ma ndm & lwa chon clia con ngudi trong nhirng thei khac khé khan nhéat. ¥4 8 us
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