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Tay bat BIEP MY LINH

e Ul
Trong chuyén du hanh ndi dia, tinh c& t6i dwoc ngdi canh hai thanh nién. Sau vai cau xa giao t6i duoc biét
ngudi anh tén Mike va ngudi em tén Jack. Jack ¢6 mai toc vang nhu to va mai toc do dwoc cét va chai giéng
y mai téc clia Justin Bieber — mot nghé si rat tré va day tai nang ctia nén nhac tré Canada. Mike c6 khuén mat
twong tw nhu khuén mét ctia cwru pho téng théng Hoa-Ky, Dan Quayle, va mau mat cla Mike xanh nhu mau
nudc cha ho Diablo.

Toi khong hiéu vi ca hai anh em déu c6 nu cwdi vo tw va noi chuyén rét 1é phép hay la vi bd quan phuc ran ri
clia Mike ma téi cdm thay c6 réat nhiéu thién cdm véi hai thanh nién nay. Téi hoi hai anh em di vé dau. Jack
bao Jack muén tién Mike mot doan dudng. Toi hoi tién Mike di dau? Jack quay nhin Mike, dwdng nhu Jack
khéng mudn nhac dén dia danh nao dé ma Mike sé phai dén. Nhu hiéu y cau em, Mike dap | toi:

- Téidilrag.
Toi bang hoang nhin Mike. Nhw nhan ra niém xuc dong trén mat t6i, Mike voi tay sang phia toi, vo vo trén canh
tay cla toi, ti€ép:

- Khodng sao dau, ba dirng lo. T6i da tham chién tai Irag hai lan roi, day la lan th& ba.
Toi muén néi vai Mike nhiéu diéu nhwng sao t6i cir nghen lai nhw sp khoc, néi khdng thanh 16i! BE nén xtc
dong, t6i quay mat ra clra s6 phi co. Chon von trong nhirng ang may trdng nhw béng gon, téi twdng nhuw toi co
thé thay lai tdm anh va ban tin vé suw “tré vé” cla First Lieutenant Paul Magers! Paul chét khi chang chi 25 tudi
va m@i dén Viét-Nam chi c6 hai tuan! Paul biét qué t6i chi hai tuan nhwng than xac ctia Paul thi & lai d6 dén
gan 40 nam! Trong &nh, nu cu¢i clia Paul ciing rang r&, v tw nhw nu cwoi cia Mike. Nu cw@i dé ma biét han
th ai! Anh mat d6 ma muén ban giét ai! B&i vay méi c6 mét chién binh Hoa-Ky — James Lenihan — trong tran
Thé Gi¢i Bai Chién |1, da ban ké th xong thi guc dau bén xac ké thu ma khoc:

| shot a man yesterday

And much to my surprise,

The strangest thing happened to me
| began to cry.

He was so young, So very young
And Fear was in his eyes.

He had left his home in Germany
And came to Holland to die

| knelt beside him

And held his hand

| begged his forgiveness
Did he understand?

It was the War

And he was the enemy
If I hadn’t shot him

He would have shot me.

| saw he was dying

And | called him “Brother”

But he gasped out one word
And that word was “Mother.”...

Pang chim d&m trong dong suy tw, t6i choang tinh khi tiéng cda tredng phi hanh doan théng bao phi co sé
dap xudng phi tredrng trong vai phat. Khi chia tay tai noi 1anh hanh ly, téi nam tay Mike, néi véi Mike nhirng 10i
biét on rat thanh that va sau xa. Mike cuwoi:

- Dé la bon phan clia chung toi.



Nhin dang Mike xa dan t6i cdm nhan dwoc ndi lo au, niem thwong cam dang dang 1én chét ngét trong hon toi.
Khung canh nay va trang thai tinh cdm nay khién t6i nh¢& lai nhirng gi’ phat bang hoang/hoang mang/x6n
xang/lo s¢ cula toi tai phi treong Frankfurt.

Ly do dwa t6i vao trang thai tinh cadm phurc tap dé kh&i ngudn tir mot chuyén du lich xa...

L
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Vira roi chi€c xe buyt ctia cong ty du lich Trafalgar, t6i cht y ngay dén mét nhém dan 6ng |&n tudi — nguroi

Nga — ngoi bén trai I6i di, canh con kinh dao. Méi 6ng mang mét nhac cu nha binh nhw saxophone,

trumpet, clarinet, v...v... Khong hiéu cé phai vi nghe nhirng ti€ng tham thi bang tiéng Anh ctia du khach hay
khéng ma bdng nhién ban nhac déu dirng Ién, cir hanh Qudc Ca Hoa-Ky. Nhém du khach va toi déu dirng
bwéc, ngac nhién, vi day la lanh thd clia Nga. Du khach My dé tay phai Ién [6ng ngwc bén trai. Nhin cac nhac
cong, t6i nght, c6 I& ho la nhirng ngudi linh tré nhat cta tran thé chién th& Il. Téi cdm thay nao nao budn.
Nhirng ngwoi linh gia nua, yéu dudi dang c6 kéo chit hoi tan dé tim sw séng qua ban Quéc Ca cua ké thl xuwa;
vi lrong hwu ctia cwu chién binh Nga rat thap!

Bai Quéc Ca Hoa Ky dirt. Du khach vui vé 18y tién cho vao céi sac nhé duoc dat trwdc mét cac nhac cong.
Cac nhac cong ngoi xudng, dong tau ti€p nhac khic America, the Beautiful. Téi dirng lang, long day xuc
dong. Niém xic dong trong toi luc nay cling dac dao nhw nam 1977, khi con gai I&én clia téi — Xuan Nguyét —
lGc dé dang hoc I6p 8, dwoc trao tang gidi nhat toan ti€u bang Arizona vé bai luan van “What Makes America
Beautiful?” Gia dinh t6i dwoc gilp phwong tién dé dwa Xuan-Nguyét tir Yuma dén Phoenix nhan phan thudng
trong mot budi |1& vo cung long trong. DA la lan dau tién tdi nghe ca khiic America, the Beautiful dwoc ca hoi
tredng dong ca. Ty dwng tdi khoc. Nhwng rdi am diéu va 1&i ca ctia ban nhac khién long tdi 1Ang xuéng. Toi
tram tinh lai dé nhan nhirng vong tay than ai va nhirng I&i chldc mirng clia nhirng ngwoi My quanh téi. Theo
nhitng 1o chic mirng ctia nhirng ngudi chwa quen nay, toi hiéu nhirng ngudi nay nght rang tdi xic ddng vi
thanh qud cla con gai t6i. Biéu do6 chi dang mot phan; vi, ngoai sy hanh dién ctia mét ngudi Me, nhirng giot
nwéc mat clia tdi con mang nang niém au lo va sw lac 16ng tredc mot twong lai day thir thach ma t6i khong
hiéu toi c6 thé vuwot qua duoc hay khong!

Hon 26 ndm qua, v&i tat ca hy sinh va nd luc, gia dinh t6i da vrot dwoc nhidu tré ngai. Cac con/dau/ré cla toi
hién dang dem tat ca kha nang va kién thirc da hoc hoi, da hap thu tai dat nwéc nay dé goép cong xay dwng
mot noi ma ai cling hon mét 1an wéc mo dwoc nhin tdn mét sy van minh va phon thinh. Riéng t6i, ngoai sw
van minh va phon thinh, nwéc My con c6 nhirng cong dan v@i trai tim rat vy dai. Chi cé nhirng trai tim vy dai
m@i c6 thé thwe hién nhitng chuyén may bay day thwc pham, thuéc men cung nhirng phai doan y té tinh
nguyén sang Phi chau ctru doéi. Chi c6 nhirng trai tim vy dai méi sang tac va hat say swa nhac ban We Are
The World dé quyén gop hién kim glri sang Phi chau ctru déi. Chi cé nhirng trai tim vy dai méi dwa nhiéu phai
doan y dwoc sy, dung cu y té€ sang Nga ctru gilip khi 10 nguyén tlr ciia Nga, tai Chernobyl, bung né. Chi co
nhirng trai tim v dai mai co thé thuwe hién nhirtng chuyén bay khan cdp dé di chuyén hang may tram em bé md
cOi ra khéi Viét-Nam vao cudi Tw nam 1975. Chi c6é nhirng trai tim v§ dai m&i ciru giap hét dot di dan nay dén
dot di dan khac. Trong s triéu triéu di dan do6 c6 gia dinh t6i. Gia dinh t6i xin biét on:

- Cuwu Thiéu Ta Thidy Quan Luc Chién va ba Michael Z. Smith, ngu @i da bao trg ching téi tir Camp
Pendleton. Ong ba Smith cé ba ngwdi con: Michael, hién 1a Dai-Uy Khong Quan Hoa-Ky va cd con gai
nubi, ngui Nhat, Kristin cung véi bé Heather. Hién nay 6ng Smith Ia mot muc sw & California.

- Ong ba Collins. Ong Collins tirng tham chién tai Viét-Nam. Ong duwoc mot gia dinh Viét-Nam che ché
trong khi Viét-Coéng rudng bat. Ong Collins bao vi Ong mang on ngudi Viét cho nén Ong thuong va
mudn gilp d& ngudi Viét vai tat ca nhiét tinh. May man cho ching toi, vi chiing téi la gia dinh Viét-Nam
duy nhét tai thanh phé Yuma.

- Ong ba Collard, nguoi da that 1ong thiwong yéu gia dinh toi nhw rudt thit. Ong ba thudng vui vé va
hanh dién gigi thieu v&i moi ngudi rang chang toi la con va chau ctia 6ng ba.

Toi khéng hé biét 6ng Collard 1a mot curu chién binh thé chién thir 11; vi khdng bao gior Ong nhic nhé
ho&c dé cap dén cudc chién khdc liét do. Dén khi Ong Collard qua doi, ngwdi ban déng ngti ctia Ong
doc diéu van, téi mai biét 6ng Collard c6 mat trong tran Tran-Chau-Cang. Chinh 6ng Collard da ctru
gilp nhidu ngu i, ké ca ngudi dang doc diéu van, roi khoi chién ham... va Ong 1a ngudi sau cung.

S hi€u biét cla toi vé quan nhan Hoa-Ky trong tran Tran-Chau-Cang hoac Normandy chi can ct theo sach
v& va phim anh nén rat mo ho, rat han hep. Nhwng sw hiéu biét clia tdi vé sw hy sinh va long qua cam cla



nguoi linh My trong cudc chién tranh Viét-Nam thi kha twong tan — twong tan hon ca nhirng cudn sach viét vé
chién tranh Viét-Nam ma tac gi& chwa bao gidr c6 mat tai chién trworng Viét-Nam. Do dé, tdi nhan thay, du
cudc chién két thic mét cach tire twdi, thiéu cong bang, nhwng ciing phai cham d&t, vi mau cta nguwdi
Viét — ca hai mién Nam Bac — va mau cua ngwei My da chan hoa trong tirng thwéc dat noi qué hwong
nghéo kho cua toi.

Sau khi mién Nam bi birc ttr, ham ddi Hai-Quan Viét-Nam Cong-Hoa da di tAn cd may mwoi ngan ngudi Viét
thoat khoi hiém hoa Céng-san. Nhwng néu khéng co su hién dién clia Dé-That Ham-Doi Hoa-Ky tai Thai-Binh-
Duong cling nhw khdng cé su gilp d& vo diéu kién ctia nhan dan Hoa-Ky thi sé nguoi ty nan khéng 16 clia
chidng téi sé vé dau? Nwong vao long nhan ai ctia ngwoi My, chdng téi vao My véi thai dé biét on va long tw
tin dé vwon 1én. Nguoi Viét, qua bao thir thach cam go, da vwon 1én, da gop céng xay dap va bao vé dat nudc
nay.

Khi cudc chién Trung-Bong bung nd, nam 1992, t6i d& dau budn va lo so khi dwa tién mot doc gia tré va than
thiét nhét ctia téi — Hai Quan Pai Uy Hoang Qudc Tudn — tong sw trén hang khéng mau ham USS.
Independence, ra khoi, ti€n vé vung Ira dan cua Persian Gulf. Trong la thw gii vé tir vung Vinh, Tuén viét:

“... Nguoi linh Hoa-Ky duoc huén luyén dé bdo vé Hoa-Binh chir khéng phai dé gay chién ...” Theo tinh than
cao ca do, biét bao thanh nién nam nir Viethnamese-American da tot nghiép hoac dang thu huan tai cac quan
trvong Iirng danh clia Hoa-Ky nhuw West Point Academy, Naval Academy, Air Force Academy, v... v... Ngoai
nhirng tham gia dang ké vé quan sw, gioi tré Viét-Nam ciing da va dang xay dap dat nudc nay trong tat ca moi
lanh vuc nhu truyén thong, gido duc, y té€, khoa hoc, khoa hoc khéng gian, v... v...

Gi@i tré Viét-Nam c6 nhirng dong gop I6n lao nhw vay thi nhitng nd Iwc clia thé hé di dan Viét-Nam dau tién
cling khéng nho. Thir nhin ban do cta cac thanh pho I16n nhu Los Angeles, San José, Houston, v. v... thi sé
thdy: ttr nhirng vang dét hoang tan cach nay 20 nam, bay git’ da tré thanh nhirng vang thuong mai sam uét
do ngu i Viét khai thac. Va trong cac héang, xwdng, van phong, biét bao ngui mang ho Nguyén, L&, Tran .
Khi nhirng déng gop clia ngum Viét vao dat nuwdc nay moi ngay mdi thang tién thi bong dwng sw pha hoai tu
dau ua dén, pht chup xudng ngay long dat nwéc ma gia dinh t6i d& am tham nhan la qué hwong th hai.

11 September. Anh On the net

Tin Niru-U'éc va Hoa-Thinh-B6n bi may bay tan cong dén véi toi trong lUc toi
cung nhom du khach dung com trea sau nhirng gio tham viéng thanh phd Minks.
Toi ngdi bat dong, long day phan uét. Néu bao rang tdi khéng lo so thi khéng
h&n ding; nhung niém lo so trong téi bay gior khac han véi sw hai s cia dira
bé gai, gitra thap nién 40, theo Cha Me tan cw va thay nhirng chi€c may bay
mang c& tam tai (c& Phap) ban pha nhirng lang mac xac xo. Nhirng chiéc may
bay d6 ban vao tat ca nhirng vat thé nao di dong; vi vay ndng dan khéng giam ra
- dong, suc vat bi giét hai, sinh san khong kip va con nguoi thi déi va thiéu thén
moi bé. Hon hai mwoi nam séng yén lanh tai mién Nam nuéc Viét va hon hai mwoi nam séng thanh binh trén
dat My, toi clr ng® rang bom dan da xa to6i, khdng con co hdi lam t6i s¢ hai nira. Nhung khéng! Trén man anh
TV, mot toa nha ctia The World Trade Center bdc khoi va mot chiéc may bay lao thang vao toa nha thi hai.
Ca hai toa nha 1an lwot sup xudng trong khi niém phan uét trong t6i dang cao nhu nhitng cudn khoi den ngdom
thoat ra tr The Twin Towers.

Tinh c&m trong tdi chang khac gi ndi dau x6t clia tdi cAch nay hon mét phan tw thé ky, khi Viét-Cong phéo kich
0 at vao Saigon. La mét phu nir dwoc gidao duc chi dé nudi con va phuc tling chdng, ngay do, tredc tham trang
clia qué huong Viét-Nam, toi chi biét viét nhirng dong ca ngei tinh than chién dau can cwong ctia Nguoi Linh
Viét-Nam Cong-Hoa va tén vinh long hy sinh v6 b& clia nhirng ngudi Me, nguoi vo va ngudi con. Bay gio,
triwée sy d6 nat va thiét hai nhan mang mot cach phi ly va tan bao tai Ntru-U'é¢c va Hoa-Thinh-Bon, tam hon t6i
bi chan ddng manh va tdéi mudn viét ra nhirng y nght tham kin ctia t6i vé mét noi chdn ma gia dinh t6i am tham
tho on. Y nght nay lam cho cudc du lich giam thi€u nhiéu phan thich tha.

Cudc du lich nay chi vi sw td0 mo clia tdi, mudn tim hi€u vé mot nwdc Nga rong Ién. Nwdc Nga rong Ién nhwng
moi nguwoi Nga khdng dan hoi cho nén nguoi Nga khdng biét cwoi. Thire an ctia ngudi Nga thwong la nhivng
miéng thit dai dir, ma khong ai doan dwoc va cling khong ghi trong thue don la thit gi, dwoc tam tribng hoac


about:blank

bot roi chién, khdng muai vi, &n dém vai khoai tay. Lau Iam, may ra méi co mot biva thit ga. Thirc an ctia My
nhuw céc loai keo, ice cream va san pham clia hang Coca Cola dugc bay ban khap noi. Toi cling thdy vai nha
hang McDonald’s va Pizza Hut. S&n pham ti€u cong nghé ctia Nga nhw thay tinh va do gb thi tuyét dep, vi
dwoc lam bang tay. Hé théng Metro ctia Nga tai Moscow rét t6i tan, du da dwoc hoan tét cach nay nira thé ky.
Cwr 30 giay, (vang, 30 giay) thi mot chuyén téc hanh dén va mot chuyén di ngugc 10 trinh véi chiéc kia. Trong
sinh hoat hang ngay, ngu®i Nga khéng &n mac gian di, xénh xoang nhw ngudi M§. Nhirng budi trinh dién
ballet, skate on ice lam t6i say mé bao nhiéu thi nhirng man vii dan téc va nhirng ban dan ca cting khi€n hon
t6i giao dong bay nhiéu. Am hwéng dan ca clia Nga mang ndng niém théng thiét ctia dan du muc.

Dan Nga rat kiéu hanh vé Red Square, vi dé la bi€u twong cla
tha d6. Khi thay trong hinh va phim anh, t6i cting nght Red
Square rét vy dai. Nnwng sau khi thdy tan mét, t6i nght —
khdng phai vi dinh kién chinh tri — Red Square khong la gi c3,
vi thiéu su hai hoa gitra thién nhién va nhan tao. Khu vuc Red
Square duoc lat bang gach, trén trién doi thoai thoai, dién tich
khoang mét phan ba ctia cong trwdng Thién-An-Mén. Phan
cao nhat clia Red Square la tda nha cta chinh phd va mo cta
Lenin. Chan do6i bén nay la ngbi nha tho véi nhirng chép cao
hinh tron, cham trd va son phét rat ric r&. Chan doi bén kia
chi la mot 16i di rong Ién. LGi di nay, vao nhirng dip dién hanh
dé pho trvong lwc lwvgng, dwoc Hong Quan Nga cling nhw
thiét gidp va cac co gi¢i nang dung lam 16i ra. Bay gid, trén 16i
ra nay, ngudi ta xay mot ngoéi nha trén cao, phia dwdi dé trong vira du cho bd hanh va xe hoi nhé ra vao. Loi
vao Red Square, phia nha the, cling dwoc chan lai bang nhiéu day tru xi-mang, v&i muc dich khdng cho thiét
gidp va co gi¢i nang vao dién Cam-Linh.

Trwéc dién Cam-Linh, ban dém, trong khi nhtrng cap tinh nhan tha thi bén nhau nhirng 161 man ndng thi
nhirng nguoi Nga Ién tudi lai cham buwdce, long hwdng vé mot thi dé da doéi tén: St. Petersburg.

St. Petersburg la mot thanh phd mang nang di tich lich s&r ctia Nga-Hoang. St. Petersburg khéng chinh phuc
duwoc cdm tinh cla tdi néu khdng c6 ngdi nha ther ¢d con han vét dan cda thoi Hitler xam lwoc va nhivng birc
tranh day sinh dong ctia lvan Aivazovsky, Wassily Kandinsky, Pavel Filonov, v... v... Nhitng dong séng & St.
Petersburg da dé lai trong hon téi rdt nhiéu lwu luyén. Nhitng dong séng im lim, nhan nhuc, chi biét len 16i
trong tirng ngd ngach clia thanh pho truéc sy kiéu cang thach dé am tham nhwng 16 bich cla tirng day lau dai
nguy nga. Lic xudi theo giong Neva, trong khi moi nguwi lwu y dén may chiéc cau dwng dirng, vao nhirng gio
nhat dinh, dé tau thly cé thé di qua, thi téi chi nght dén nhirng gi toi da thay trén doan dwong sau khi vao bién
gidi Nga.

Trén doan duong loang I& & bién gidi, tdi da thdy nhirng x6m nha lup xup. Thinh thoang t6i m&i thay mot
chiéc xe hoi cii that ci dau dwoi tang cay, khdng biét xe con x&r dung dugc hay khdng. Noi khoang san hep,
mdi nha thudng cét mdt cai choi nhd, mai va chung quanh dwoc boc ny-1dng, dé trdng hoa mau. Téi cling thay
ngudi dan qué canh tac bang tay chir khong bang may. Nhitng hinh anh nghéo khé nay cir theo tdi mai.
Nhuwng khi dén Minsk, moi hinh anh déu bi day I0i vé quéa khir, chi con trong ti ndi x6t xa clia mot ngudi vira
biét noi minh nwong nau hon hai mwoei nam qua dang bi xam pham nang né! Tir Minsk dén Riga, t6i thay cac
thanh phd déu treo cd rii va moi ngudi dan dia phwong co vé sét rudt, dan mét vao TV ho&c ngong tin tire
tirng gid. Diéu lam cho téi xic ddng nhat la hém 14-09, ltc 12 gid trua, tai khach san Scandic thudc thanh phd
Helsinki ctia nwéc Finland, ban giam doc da yéu cau moi ngudi dirng nghiém, danh nam phit mac niém dé
twdng nhé nhirng nan nhan cda khing bé tai Hoa-Ky. Trong khi dirng nghiém t6i van bi nhirng I&i twdng trinh
clia xwdng ngdn vién dai truyén hinh CNN, tr chiéc TV I&n treo noi goc phong khanh tiét, chi phdi. Téi dau
dén, x6n xang trong long nhw ngay xwa, nam 1968, hay tin cdng san Viét Nam tan cong va cwéng chiém
thanh ph6 Hué — qué Ngoai cua t6i. Sau khi Hué dwoc quan lwc Viét My gidi tda, tdi ndn ndng mudn trd vé dé
nhin s tan thwong va dé nat clia qué Ngoai.

Bay gi0, tai phi trirong Helsinki doi may bay dé di Frankfurt, téi cting ndn ndng mudn tré vé mot noi ma toi goi
la nha — Home. Nhung ba nhan vién hang hang khéng Lufthansa, sau khi nhin vé may bay va thay roé rang t6i
khéng phai la mét ngudi da tréng, toc mau, da khang dinh:

- Baco vé. Toi sé ghi tén ba vao danh sach, nhwng sé khéng co chod cho ba. Ba phai cho, vi day la



chuyén phan luc 747 dau tién tir Blrc vao luc dia Hoa-Ky.

- Vé cla toi mua tr lau, tai sao bay gi¢ t6i phai chd? Va chd dén bao gio?

- R4t tiéc, t6i khdng biét ba phai chdr dén bao gi¢r. Khi nao ¢ chd ching toi s& théng bao cho ba. Hién
tai, chiing t6i c6 rat nhiéu hanh khach & dong tir may ngay qua. Va chuyén bay nay, tir Helsinki dén
Frankfurt dé vé Niru-Uée, chi danh wu tién ...

Khong da kién nhan cho ba 8y noi hét cau, toi cat ngang:
- Tai sao tdi m&i roi nha chi c6 hai tuan ma nay t6i khong thé tré vé, ha?
Ba dy ngac nhién, nhin téi, gan giong:
- Nha?
Toi dap vai giong nghén nghen nhuw sap khoc:
- Vang! Nha cua toi.
- Cho t6i xem thé théng hanh.
Chi nhin thoang qua Passport, ba dy thay doi thai do ngay:
- Vang. Ba la cong dan My. Ba wu tién di chuyén bay nay.

T6i chi xu6ng xach hanh ly, Iong &m tham ta on nwdc My; noi dé cho t6i hi€u thé nao la gia tri thuc tién cla tw
do, dan chd va cong bang. Va trén tat ca moi diéu, nwdc My da cho téi co hdi thé hién tinh than tw 1ap cia mot
phu nv./.

DIEP MY LINH
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