Vu Maneli (Maneli Affair)

l. “Vu Maneli” la gi?

Mdi lién hé giao thiép thwong thdo bi mat ctia em trai cd Téng Théng
Ngd Dinh Diém Ia 3ng Ngd Binh Nhu véi Cong San Ha Noi nham thic
day hai mién Nam- B&c cla Viét Nam né tranh mét cudc xung dot y
thirc hé ngu xuan chi cé lgi cho Trung Quéc dworc gidi tinh bao Hoa Ky
tang cho mét cai tén la “Vu Maneli” ( “Maneli affair”)

] Trong cudc thuong thao nay, Viét Nam Cong Hoa déng y vién trg kinh
té bao gdm lta gao, san pham giadung vay t& cho Cong San Ha No6i néu Cong San Ha Noi déng y tuyén bd
dwng trung lap, khéng gia nhap kh0| Xa Hoi Chu Nghia va cung voi Viét Nam Cong Hoa tham gia lién minh
“Cac Nuwoc Khong Lién Két” cia An D6. Viét Nam Cong Hoa cam két thuong mai trao dbi voi Cong San Bac
Viét va sé co gang gilp Ha No6i thoat khdi tinh trang ddi kém do dang bj cd 1ap voi thé gidi bén ngoai va phai
sbéng bang vién tro chu cap moi thir béi Béc Kinh dé dén ndi buéc long phai di theo dwong 16i D4u Té ciia Mao
Trach Déng khién hai tram ngan oan mang bij giét chi trong vai nam.

Coéng San Ha Noi lwdng lw trwdc nwde cd tado bao nay ctia dng Ngd Dinh Nhu vi biét ré nhirng cam két ma
Viét Nam Céng Hoa dwa ra rat that 1ong dwa trén sw 6n dinh phat trién kinh t& cia mién Nam Viét Nam trong
sudt gan chin ndm sau hiép nghj Geneve 1954. Khi tinh b4do Hoa Ky lién tuc g&i tin hiéu cho Washington biét
vé “Vu Maneli” ddng trdi ndy cla hai anh em éng Diém, Tdng Théng Kennedy vé cling tic gian vi 6ng cho
rang, day la mot sy “phan boi tan nhan.” Toa Bach Oc tir d6 quyét tam loai b hai anh em 6ng Diém ra khdi
quyén lwc bang moi gia.

Thé nhwng muwoi ndm sau, nwéc My lai ap dung y chang ké sach ctia 6ng Nhu, Henry Kissinger that htva véi
chinh phi Nguy&n Van Thiéu, di d&m véi Chu An Lai lam cho Viét Nam méat quan dao Hoang Sa va thét tha
hoan toan sau d6; dan dén ca triéu thuéng dan Campuchia bi Cong San séat hai, trén hai triéu ngwdi Viét bj tan
nha nat clra va tl téi dé cé dwoe mot hoa binh trong nhuc nha. Day méi dung 1a mét sy “phan boi tan nhan”
nhw Téng Théng Kennedy da tivng thét 1én trude do.

Il. Tai sao lai goi la “Vu Maneli” ?

Maneli Ia ho cia 6ng Mieczystaw Maneli, mét ngwdi Ba Lan dwoc cho la sanh vao ngay 22 thang Giéng nam
1922 tai Miechéw va méat vao vao ngay 9 thang Tw ndm 1994 tai New York, Hoa Ky. Ong la dai dién cho Ba
Lan trong Hoi Déng Giam Séat Hiép Nghi Geneve 1954 vé Viét Nam, co tén tiéng Anh 1a “the International
Commission for Supervision and Control in Vietnam,” goi tat Ia ICC hay ICSC. Hoi ddng nay gém ba qudc gia,
mét thudc thé gidi tw do 1a Canada, mét thude khdi Cong San la Ba Lan va mét thude khéi Khong Lién Két la
An D6.

Chinh phi Cong San tai Ba Lan hoan toan khéng c6 chd dinh can thiép sau rong vao ndi tinh chinh tri ctia Viét
Nam lic by gi& nhwng vi Ha Noi can Ba Lan lam cau ndi ngoai giao doc lap khdi sw kém téa cia Trung Québc
dé tim hiéu thém y dinh chién lwvgc clia hai anh em 6ng Diém. Cho nén, Maneli chi rang déng vai trong cta
mot st gid, truyén dat nhirng théng diép can thiét tr Ha Noi, tir Moscow dén véi hai anh em 6ng Diém-Nhu va
nguwoc lai. Tuy nhién, vong xday chinh trj gitka Moscow-Ha Noi-Sai Gon- An D6—Hoa Ky khién ong Maneli ngay
cang bi 16i cuén sau vao néi tinh Viét Nam. Hoa Ky theo ddi chat ché cac chuyén di ngoai giao clia Maneli t&i
Ha Noi Sai Gon dé biét hiéu rd thém y db chién lwoc cia hai anh em Diém Nhu. T d6 , cai tén “Vu Maneli”
(“Maneli Affair”) dwgrc hinh thanh.

Két cuc cla “Vu Maneli” 1a Tdng Théng Ngé Binh Diém va 6ng Nhu diéu bj giét sau vy dao chanh ngay 1
thang 11 nam 1963. Nguwdi bat dén xanh cho cudc dao chanh dan dén cai chét ctia Tdng Théng Diém |a Téng
Théng Hoa Ky, John F. Kennedy, sau dé ciing bi &m séat bi hiém khéng dbi chirng trong cling mét thang cung
nam. Tai Ha Noi, phe Lé Duan ciing lén thay thé quyén hanh cta H, ctia Déng va Téng Bi Thw Dang Lién X6,
Khrushchev, ngwdi ting hd lap trwéng Viét Nam trung 1ap cta 6ng Diém ciing bi truat phé béi phe dau da
Brezhnev ngay vao nam 1964. Riéng Mieczystaw Maneli, 6ng xin ty nan chinh trj tai Hoa Ky vao thap nién
1980 va sbng tai x&¢ s& nay cho t&i ngay dng mat.
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[ll. N&i tinh cta bén trong “Vu Maneli”

Khéng cach gi c6 thé trinh bay hét dwoc chi tiét va cling khéng thé nao tém gon céc chi tiét bén trong cta “Vu
Maneli” chi qua mét bai viét ngan ngui vi mi chi tiét diéu cé y nghia vé cling quan trong lién quan dén lich st
bi dat cua Viét Nam Céng Hoa, mét quéc gia coi trong tinh tw dan téc 1én trén moi chi nghia, moi ton giao, dan
dwa dén tinh mang cta gia dinh Téng Théng Ngé Dinh Diém, ké ca tinh mang cta Téng Théng Kennedly,
cing nhw lién quan dén ké hoach “phé ma tranh tién” clia Hoa Ky lam toan bd khéi Cong San bj sa lay trong
chién thédng quan sy ma rbi bi kiét qué va chia ré dan dén sy sup dé hoan toan tai Au chau.

Tuy nhién, mét diéu quan trong nhét tao strng sét cho moi nhan vat cé lién quan va khién khong ai c6 thé ngd
t&i dwoc néu biét rd tinh tiét cha “Vu Maneli” [a dich than Téng Thdng Ngé Dinh Diém cam két sé truc xuat
Hoa Ky ra khéi mién Nam Viét Nam ngay 1ap tirc néu Cong San Béc Viét chiu bai binh va ciing dong y ndm tay
véi 6ng tham gia khdi cac nwéc Khong Lién Két do An Do chi xwéng.

Thai d6 dut khoat né tranh chién tranh y thirc hé tao béi hai siéu cwong Lién X6- Hoa Ky co6 Trung Quéc tham
dy ctia Téng théng Diém lam sirng s6t khéng nhivng Ha Noi ma ngay dén cad Moscow ciing bang hoang.
Moscow toan tinh rang viéc trung 1ap hoa Viét Nam sé rat hay vi cing mét lic x6a bd anh huéng vo cling sau
réng ctia Cong San Trung Quéc l1én Ha Néi va hat Hoa Ky ra khdi Sai Gon ma khdng can sung dan. Viét Nam
ttr d6 sé theo lién minh An D6 von co dudng 16i ngoai giao c&i m& doi vai Lien X6. Tir do, Lién X6 co thé gian
tiép &nh huéng 1én Viét Nam thong qua An Do; du sao, An D6 van dang tin cay hon la Céng San Trung Quéc,
theo cach nhin ctia Khrushchev, Téng Bi thw Dang Cong San Lién X luc bay gid.

Riéng v& Cong San Ha Noi, mé& ctra qua lai kinh t& véi Viet Nam Cong Hoa |a mot diéu khong thé dworc vi ca
mién B&c van con dang rdn s¢ D4u T6 va san sang 6 at bé H5 Chi Minh néu cé thdng thwong véi mién Nam
Viét Nam. Cho nén, Céng san Ha N&i mudn kéo dai nd lwc trung lap Viét Nam cla hai anh em éng Diém dé
Hoa Ky c6 thi gi® loai b 6ng Diém ra khéi quyén lwc du biét rang Moscow Gng hd dé nghi nay. Hon nira,
Cong San Ha Noi trong do6 cé cad H6 Chi Minh khéng di can ddm dé qua mat B4c Kinh nhw éng Diém cwong
quyét qua mat Hoa Ky. Dbi véi 6ng Diém, qudc gia van |a trén hét nhwng ddi véi Cong San Ha Naéi thi cha
nghia Mac L&, thé gi¢i dai ddng quan trong hon twong lai quéc gia.

IV. Hé luy cua “Vu Maneli”:

Sau khi “Vu Maneli” tan v&, dan toc Viét Nam da phai d& mau cho chién thang tat yéu cla chd nghia cudng
Cong San, cua thién duwong mi Xa Hoi Cha Nghia. Két thuc cudc chién tranh y thire hé phi ly v6 nghia gay ra
b&i Cong San Bac Viét, dan toc Viét Nam chang con gi ngoai cau noi dau thuong cua Téng Thong Nguyen
Van Thiéu : ” PUNG NGHE NHI'NG Gi CONG SAN NOI MA HAY NHIN NHPNG Gi CONG SAN LAM I

Thoéng qua “Vu Maneli”, cac st gia sé thay ngay duoc tdm ldng yéu nwéc cla hai anh em 6ng Diém. Déi voi
hai 6ng, ° quoc giala tren hét!” Hai 6ng da c6 rang tim dd moi cach de cho dat nwéc cé hoa binh dan chi va
doc lap bt chap hy sinh tinh mang. Viét Nam sau nay sé lai quay vé véi con dwong Viét Nam Céng Hoa ma
hai 6ng da khéi xwéng va nhin lai hinh anh cla hai dng nhw 1a diém twa cia mét niém tin, d6 1a tinh than quéc
gia Viét Nam Céng Hoa khéng bao gi¢ chét!

Phu chu:

Xin trinh bay ba dién tin bi mat ctia Maneli g&i vé cho B Truwdng Ngoai Giao Ba Lan (Spasowski) dich ra bang
Anh ngir nhw [a mét bang chirng trong mudn ngan bang chirng hién cé vé sw lién hé ctia 6ng Ngé Dinh Nhu
trong “Vu Maneli” khi qua mat Hoa Ky thuong thuyét véi khdi Céng San cho hoa binh tai Viét Nam
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Secret Telegram from Maneli (Saigon) to Spasowski (Warsaw), 30 August 1963

Ciphergram No. 11266

From...Saigon...... dispatched on 8.30.63 at 12:00 hours........ received on 9.1.63 at 9:20 hours Came in to the
Decoding Department...9.1.63 at 16:40 hours...........ccviiiiiiiiiiiee



During the reception at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Italian and French ambassadors arranged my
meeting with Mr. Nhu. He welcomed me with ostentatious kindness. He said that Poland, after France, was the
second most respected and well- known country [in Vietham] and he invited me for a talk.

Tovmassian recommends that | go.

No. 393

Deciphered on 9.2.63 at 18:15 hours Deciphered by Szopa, checked by Bakunowicz

/-1 Maneli

[Source: AMSZ, Warsaw, 6/77, w-102, t-625, obtained and translated by Margaret Gnoinska.]
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Secret Telegram from Maneli (Saigon) to Spasowski (Warsaw), 31 May 1963

Ciphergram No. 7353

From...Saigon...... dispatched on 5.31 at 10:00 hours........ received 6.1 at 9:58 hours...... Came in to the
Decoding Department...6.1. at 14:30 hours. ...,

| am reporting further results of the consultations in Hanoi.

The conversation with the Premier [Pham Van Dong] was planned for one hour. On his initiative, it lasted two
hours. The issue of the development of the Diem- US spat was discussed in detail. He presented his own, not
abridged, assessment. Once again, he expressed his will to comply with the Geneva Accords. As far as the
South is concerned, the formula of wide neutral coalition government still applies. As to the question of who is
to make up the right and the center, he replied: This will crystallize itself, the presence of certain people from
the Diem regime is not out of the question. The people of the right will only be a fiction for the countries abroad,
without a significant influence on governing. It is true that the Laotian example did not work out — this does not
matter. The change in government in the South will happen after military defeats. Only then will the Americans
and Diem be forced to participate in an international conference. In exchange for the neutrality of the South,
the North will comply with the Geneva Accords.

The Minister of Foreign Affairs asked to relay to those interested in the South that they wanted to begin cultural
[exchanges] and trade (rice, coal) before political settlements [were reached]. Both strongly asked that the
probes be expanded, which is mentioned in the previous no. 255.

The Premier was saying almost the same thing during my previous visit, as if nothing changed on their end. He
emphasized the work of the Poles for Vietnam. He used the word “socialist camp,” talking about the role of the
USSR; he did not mention China even once. Ambassador Tovmassian was very pleased with these
statements of the Premier.

The formula along the line of 1954 is more strongly evident in all the reports. The Chinese Ambassador was
talking about the new Dien Bien Phu, and the Minister of Foreign Affairs about the defeat in Algeria.
Ambassador Tovmassian found out, unofficially, that they were planning to organize a 500 thousand men army
in the South by 1965. The costs of maintenance were paid by the Chinese, and the rest came from local
sources. The high degree of participation of the Chinese is a surprise to Cde. Tovmassian.

4. The special intelligence gathered for us regarding the battles in the South confirms our assessment relayed
in a report: the balance of forces. They admitted defeat, but they still maintain that they control 75 percent of
the territory and 50 percent of the population, even though certain changes have occurred as to the spheres of
influence.

No. 262

Deciphered on 6.1. at 9:00 hours

Deciphered by Jochimek, signed by Fiutowski

/-1 Maneli

[Source: AMSZ, Warsaw, 6/77, w-102, t-625, obtained and translated by Margaret Gnoinska.]
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Secret Telegram from Maneli (Hanoi) to Spasowski-Morski (Warsaw), 11 March 1963

Ciphergram No. 3175

From...Hanoi.....dispatched on 03.11. at 12:00 hours........ received on 03.12. at 12:21hours... Came in to the
Decoding Department...03.12.63. at 14:30 hours..........coooiiiiiiiiiiiee,
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I conducted lengthy conversations with Prime Minister [Pham Van Dong] and [Soviet Ambassador]
Tovmassian.

Synthetic139 conclusions are as follows:

1) The Prime Minister underscored several times that their policy regarding general Vietnam matters entirely
corresponds with [those] of Moscow and Warsaw, that they want consistent execution of the Geneva Accords,



that this is actually the neutralization of which [Indian Prime Minister Jawaharlal] Nehru and [US Ambassador
to India John Kenneth] Galbraith were speaking.

They considered and continue to consider the Geneva Accords as beneficial, [and] they do not want any
foreign [military] bases or military alliances anywhere in Vietham.

We assess this statement, together with Mikofaj [the Soviet embassy] as a real consent to something along the
lines of neutralization also of the North under the condition that some other terminology be used.

2) The aim of struggles in the North, the Prime Minister said, is to aspire to establish a government based on a
wide democratic range like the Laotian type.

The intensification of the struggles should lead to an international conference. | reminded [him] of the
statement of Goburdhun that the Americans could withdraw only under the circumstances of saving face. He
replied that he appreciated this necessity and that the Poles would surely find some intelligent formula [to solve
this problem].

3) | am to present the following matters during the sessions of the commission [ICC]:

a) introduction of weapons based on weekly reports of permanent groups

b) chemical warfare

c¢) provocations [conducted by] the South in the demilitarized zone.

4) In case of counter-accusations about the sabotage, | am to express consent for the creation of a mobile
group which would conduct a full investigation with the participation of communication officers from both sides.
Goburdhun told me that proving the sabotage by legal [court] channels is impossible.

5) Tovmassian informed me that the Chinese pressured [the DRV] to cause incidents in the demilitarized zone,
but Secretary Le Duan decisively opposed this while stating that they wanted to show the world their good will.
| add that based on the information and opinions of our officers one can recognize that there were attempts to
cause incidents in the [demilitarized] zone by the North. They also acted ambiguously in Haiphong. I will relay
details of these matters, as well as further results of consultations, later.

/-1 Maneli

No. 94

Deciphered on 03.12. 18:30 hours

Deciphered by Miaskiewicz, checked by Bakunowicz

[Source: AMSZ, Warsaw, 6/77, 1963: w-96, t-1368, obtained and translated by Margaret Gnoinska.]



